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Border and Coastal Security 
Border and coastal security are pivotal in creating a safe and secure country. The critical role of the border and coastal security in the country has made the topic a contentious issue in US politics. For example, former President Donald Trump campaigned in 2016 with the primary message of building a border wall. The primary objective of the wall was to improve the country's security by blocking illegal immigrants from Mexico and other South American nations. Currently, border security remains one of the fundamental homeland security issues in Biden's administration. Border and coastal security encompass issues such as human trafficking and smuggling.
Human Trafficking 
The Department for Homeland Security (DHS) defines human trafficking as acts involving fraud, manipulation, coercion, and the use of force to obtain labor (DHS, n.d.). The department notes that the traffickers lure their victims with a promise of well-paying jobs or romantic relationships. The US-Mexico border is notorious for human trafficking due to the high number of immigrants from Southern America hoping to find their way into the US (Payan, 2016). Human trafficking at the border is possibly a multi-million sector that involves multiple players across the border. The individuals hoping to find green pastures in the US have to part with a significant amount to cross the border into the US. However, the promise of better opportunities turns into a nightmare for immigrants as the border gangs exploit them. 
Further, the illegal immigrants who find their way into the US found themselves captives of the gangs that brought them. The lack of legal papers makes them fearful due to deportation, hence the reluctance to seek legal assistance. Moreover, the employers of the illegal immigrants exploit them as they do not have a mechanism to seek legal redress for their issues. The inadequate border patrol allows gangs to traffic people into the US cities then exploit them for cheap labor and commercial sex.
Drugs and Smuggling 
Drugs and smuggling are also major issues caused by inadequate border and coastal security. Mexico and some South Americas countries like Colombia and Peru are among the leading producers of cocaine and heroin. The substances find their way into the US cities due to the porous borders. Drug lords and traffickers view the US as the ultimate market for their products, and they undertake all measures to ensure that they smuggle their substances into the country (Slack & Campbel, 2016). Porous borders, especially in the south, make it possible for the traffickers to use cartels to bring their drugs into the country. The long-term effect of the smuggling is a drug crisis crippling the country's cities. The country has undertaken several measures to curb the drugs flowing in from the Americas region. For instance, the government launched an operation to capture Pablo Escobar in the eighties to reduce the drug influx. However, the inadequate patrol means that drug cartels in Mexico still smuggle their substances into the county.
Additionally, neighboring countries also adversely impacted the insufficient border and coastal security. Mexico is the primary victim of the smuggling of items from the US. The country has several powerful drug cartels that control various parts of the country. The cartels get their weapons from the US, considering that accessing guns in Mexico is not easy. Cross-borders gangs in the US-Mexico border smuggle guns and other weapons to the cartels. The insufficient border security makes it possible for American-made weapons to end up in the hands of banned groups. The long-term effect of the growing cartel wars in Mexico is instability in the region, negatively affecting US homeland security. In other words, the US needs to enhance its border security to ensure no illegal items get in or out of the country for its internal and external stability.
Conclusion
Border and coastline security is vital for the country's internal and external stability. However, heated debate on the issue occasionally diverts attention on the critical areas that adversely impact the country. For example, inadequate border patrols make it easy for gangs to smuggle drugs into the country. Similarly, they smuggle weapons into Mexico, which the cartels use to assert their authority in various parts of the country. Human trafficking is also a significant issue caused by insufficient border security. The country needs to invest more in border patrols ad seal all the loopholes used by gangs to traffic people or smuggle drugs. The long-term success and stability depend on the border and coastal security. 
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